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1. Introduction 

1.1 Objective 

The objective of the Regional Blue-Green Algae Co-ordination Plan (the ‘Plan’) is to outline the 
co-ordinated approach to blue-green algae (BGA) management across GWMWater’s area of 
responsibility, to protect public health and minimise social, environmental and economic 
impacts. 

The Plan details the methodology of preparedness for management including the roles and 
responsibilities of the Regional Co-ordinator, Local Water Managers and other agencies to 
ensure consistent and effective management action before, during and after a BGA bloom. 

1.2 Link to Strategic Directions, Risk and Asset Management 

This plan adopts the framework of the Emergency Management Manual Victoria (EMMV). 
This approach has been adopted for consistency and because it provides a robust framework 
for response to an event. 

Pursuant to the Emergency Management Act 1986 and the Emergency Management Manual 
Victoria, the management of incidents is based on three key areas: 

1. Prevention and Preparedness 

2. Response 

3. Recovery 

The Plan also allows for the formation of a Regional Response Group. The structure of the 
Regional Response Group is to be compatible with the Australasian Inter-service Incident 
Management System (AIIMS). AIIMS has been adopted by all major emergency management 
agencies in Victoria. 
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2. Definitions of Terms and Abbreviations 

Term or 
Abbreviation 

Definition 

Blue Green Algae 
(BGA) Bloom 

An increase in algal numbers to such an extent as to: discolour the water, 
impart taste, odours, toxins and/or other compounds to the water, to 
adversely affect the other biotic components of the aquatic ecosystem 
(i.e. fish, birds, amphibians, etc.) or generally render the water 
unsuitable for its intended use (i.e. drinking, irrigation, recreation, stock 
watering, ecosystem maintenance, etc.) (Queensland Harmful Algal 
Bloom Response Plan version 1 Dec 2002). 

Drinking Water Water that is intended for human consumption or for purposes 
connected with human consumption, such as the preparation of food or 
the making of ice for consumption or for the preservation of 
unpackaged food, whether or not the water is used for other purposes 
(Safe Drinking Water Act 2003). 

Incident 
Management 
Response (IMR) 
Levels 

IMR Levels are established once a blue-green algae bloom is detected.  
Actions arising from these various levels are a response to the 
evaluation of the risk of the bloom to users. Refer to Appendix 1 for 
details. 

Local Bloom A BGA bloom confined to a single water body. 

Local Water 
Manager (LWM) 

Organisation with responsibility for monitoring and managing a local 
bloom. Refer to Appendix 3 for details. 

Primary Contact 
Recreation 

Includes all water-related activities where immersion in water is the 
intended action or probable outcome of the activity (e.g. swimming, 
water skiing, surfing or white water canoeing). 

Recreational 
Water Bodies 

Any areas where a significant number of people use the water for 
recreation (NHMRC 2008). The recreational trigger levels are based on 
primary contact recreation. 

Regional Bloom An outbreak of BGA which affects multiple interconnected water bodies 
and BGA is present at the public health alert levels as defined in the 
Department of Transport, Planning and Local Infrastructure (DTPLI) 
Blue-Green Algae Circular. 

Regional Co-
ordinator 

Nominates Local Water Managers and coordinates preparations for and 
the management of regional blooms. 

 

http://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/125496/hab-response-plan.pdf
http://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/125496/hab-response-plan.pdf
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3. Scope 

GWMWater is the Regional Co-ordinator for management of BGA outbreaks in drainage 
basins 15 and 39 and parts of basins 8, 14 and 38 (Figure 1), which includes the water systems 
in Appendix 1. 

 

Figure 1 - Regional Co-ordinator Boundaries (BGA Circular). 

4. Roles and Responsibilities 

As Regional Co-ordinator, GWMWater is required to facilitate regional co-ordination 
arrangements for monitoring and management of BGA outbreaks through a Regional 
Co-ordination Plan.  

Management of BGA outbreaks is to be a two-tiered approach.  LWM's will be responsible for 
monitoring and managing local blooms under their own management plans, while regional 
blooms affecting more than one LWM will be co-ordinated by GWMWater.  

If a LWM has not been identified for a water body, then GWMWater will assume 
responsibility until an appropriate LWM is nominated. 

https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
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4.1 Summary of Roles and Responsibilities 

The roles and responsibilities of all parties in the management of BGA are based on the EMMV 
incident management approach.  

DEECA is the control agency for BGA management and develops the policy for the overall 
BGA management in Victoria. During a bloom, DEECA will co-ordinate management activities 
so that all relevant stakeholders can perform their respective roles and responsibilities. Figure 
2 provides a summary of these, and further details of actions are available in the BGA Circular.  

Other agencies not included in Figure 3, such as Catchment Management Authorities (CMAs), 
typically have roles in conducting testing and activities to improve catchments, with a 
response to participate as a member of response groups. Emergency service providers can be 
involved if a BGA bloom becomes an emergency as defined in the SEMP. 

https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
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Figure 2 - Summary of BGA Coordination Roles and Responsibilities. 
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4.2 Roles and Responsibilities in the Regional Coordination Plan 

Department of Energy, Environment, and Climate Action (DEECA) – is the Statewide Co-
ordinator for BGA management. DEECA collects data to monitor trends throughout the 
State to assist in the management of BGA. DEECA responsibilities are listed in Table 4 
of the BGA Circular. 

Department of Health (DH) – provides advice about the potential public health effects of 
algae blooms and enforces the Safe Drinking Water Act 2003. DH responsibilities are 
listed in Table 5 of the BGA Circular. 

Agriculture Victoria (within DJSIR) - provides advice about the potential agricultural impacts 
of BGA blooms. Agriculture Victoria is a support agency to DEECA under the 
Emergency Management Victoria arrangements. Agriculture Victoria responsibilities 
are listed in Table 6 of the BGA Circular. 

Regional Co-ordinator (RC) - nominates Local Water Managers, provides guidance and to 
Local Water Managers, and co-ordinates preparations for and the management of 
regional blooms. Regional co-ordinator responsibilities are listed in Table 7 of the BGA 
Circular. 

Local Water (BGA) Manager - Responsible for the management of BGA blooms in a local 
water body. Local Water Manager responsibilities are listed in Table 8 of the BGA 
Circular. 

Refer to Appendix 2 and Appendix 3 for a list of Local Water Managers and the water 
bodies for which they have responsibility for the management of BGA. 

Regional Response Group – in the case of a regional bloom, is convened by the Regional Co-
ordinator to manages regional blooms on a continuing basis. 

The Response Group may consist of the following: 

▪ Regional Co-ordinator (GWMWater) 
▪ Impacted Local Water Managers 
▪ Catchment Management Authority 
▪ Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 
▪ Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions and Agriculture Victoria 
▪ Parks Victoria  
▪ Department of Health  
▪ Victorian Environment Protection Authority 
▪ Councils 
▪ Other affected stakeholders 

Incident Controller - Based on the AIIMS and the EMMV, the Incident Controller assumes 
overall responsibility for the management of the incident. Details can be found in the 
BGA Circular.  

https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae


 TRIM REF: CMS/2099 

 Regional Blue-Green Algae Coordination Plan Version: 008 

 Date Approved: 21/11/2023 
 Review Date:  21/11/2028 

 Latest changes highlighted 

 

Responsible Person:  Program Lead - WQMS Uncontrolled when printed Page 10 of 28 
Authorised By:  Executive Manager Infrastructure Print Date: 24 November 2023 

The controlled copy of this document is available on the intranet. Printed copies are only current as of the print date. 

 

GWMWater will provide the Incident Controller, unless delegated with agreement of 
the Response Group. The supporting roles of Planning, Operations and Logistics may 
be serviced by varying members of the response group depending on the location of the 
regional bloom. 

Planning Officer (if required) - is responsible for Incident Action Planning, resource tracking 
and provision of incident information and situation reports. 

Operation Officer (if required) - is responsible for implementation of the Incident Action Plan. 

Logistics Officer (if required) – is responsible for the provision of services in support of the 
incident. 

Control Agency - in accordance with the EMMV, the control agency is the agency nominated 
to control the response activities. 

Support Agency - in accordance with the EMMV, a support agency provides services, 
personnel or material to support or assist in response activities. 

Refer to AIIMS documentation for advice on the handling of an incident. 

4.3 Roles and Responsibilities of Local Water Manager  

All waterways within a drainage area are assigned a Local Water Manager (LWM) for the 
purpose of BGA management. Nomination as a LWM does not imply the LWM is responsible 
for other management aspects of a waterway.  

4.3.1 Appointment of a Local Water Manager 

A local water manager should fulfil the criteria below for allocation to a waterway: 

• Management responsibility for the waterway at a location. If there are multiple 
responsibilities, consider: 

o Who is the appointed/designated/legislated manager of the water body and/or 
foreshore where recreational access occurs? 

o Which organisation(s) benefit most economically, socially and environmentally, 
from the maintenance of acceptable water quality in the water body(ies) that may 
be subject to BGA blooms? 

o Who has legislated and/or perceived responsibility and duty of care for 
addressing public health risks attributed to blue-green algae blooms? 

o Which organisation(s) is/are at most risk socially, economically and 
environmentally from a blue-green algae bloom? 

•  Local presence (office and field crew). 

• Adequate resources both in experience and number (i.e. does the delegated manager 
have the financial and technical capability to manage BGA?). 

In the event that an agreement on an allocation of Local Water Manager cannot be reached 
with a regional coordinator, DEECA, (as state-wide coordinator) will facilitate a dispute 
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resolution process with the respective parties. 
 

4.3.2 Responsibilities of Local Water Managers 

LWMs are responsible for managing BGA blooms in their local water body. The main role of 
the LWM is to minimise the impacts of the bloom including public health risks. In areas where 
no management arrangement exists, the LWM is usually the agency responsible for public 
health in that area. 

The LWM is responsible for developing, reviewing, and implementing a Risk Management 
Plan and Incident Response Plan for water bodies under their BGA management 
responsibility. These plans are to made available to the Regional Coordinator by upload onto 
Floodzoom. 

The LMW is to attend Regional Coordinator meetings, and ensure staff have had sufficient 
training to enact the Plan.  

The LMW is to provide the Regional Coordinator with up to date contact details for BGA 
management purposes. 

The LWM is to monitor for signs of BGA in accordance with this Plan, and if a bloom is 
suspected, arrange for water samples and BGA counts to be undertaken. 

 

If the results of the water sample(s) indicate that the BGA levels exceed the relevant guidelines 
for drinking or recreation (Appendix 1), the LWM will arrange appropriate action. This 
includes entering algal data into Floodzoom, ensuring relevant regional coordinator is 
informed, and managing the local plan in accordance with their Algal Risk Management Plan 
and BGA Circular.  

The LMW should consider preparing a debrief report on a bloom for internal purposes only, 
and can provide feedback to DEECA relating to the Victoria BGA Circular. 

5. Tasks 

5.1 Pre-Season Preparation 

5.1.1. Review of Response Plans 

The Regional Co-ordination Plan is reviewed to ensure: 

▪ The Plan reflects the current state of knowledge in relation to BGA management 

▪ The Plan is consistent with the latest DEECA guidance, and 

▪ GWMWater has up-to-date contact details for the various LWMs and other agencies. 

https://www.floodzoom.vic.gov.au/FIP.Site/Identity/Login
https://www.floodzoom.vic.gov.au/FIP.Site/Identity/Login
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
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Local Water Managers shall review their Risk Management Plan and Incident Response Plans 
and provide a copy to the Regional Coordinator. 

5.1.2. Pre-Season Meeting 

A pre-season regional co-ordination meeting shall be organised by the Regional Coordinator 
with members of the Response Group and LWMs.  

Items to be discussed at this meeting include: 

▪ DEECA Victorian BGA Circular 

▪ Overview of high risk water bodies and any risk reduction strategies 

▪ LWM Blue-green algae management plans 

▪ Regional Coordination Plan 

▪ Season preparation (i.e. training, resources) 

5.1.3. Provision of Updated Plans 

The updated Regional Co-ordination Plan shall be provided to DEECA and the LWMs. 

Updated Algal Risk Management Plans shall be provided to GWMWater by the LWMs. 

These can be provided by uploading into www.floodzoom.vic.gov.au. 

5.2 Response 

BGA incident trigger levels are found in Table 2 of the BGA Circular, and summaries in 
Appendix 1 of this Regional BGA Coordination Plan. The information flow for an incident 
available in Figure 1 of the BGA Circular. 

 

Once a Regional Bloom has been identified, a Response Group shall be convened and 
undertake the tasks shown in Figure 3. 

https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
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Figure 3 - Summary of Response Group Responsibilities. 
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6. Reporting of Blue-Green Algae 

6.1 Notification to DEECA and Regional Coordinator 

Triggers for mandatory notifications to DEECA and Regional Coordinator can be found in 
Table 1 of the BGA Circular.  

When sampling and testing has confirmed the existence of BGA at or in excess of a biovolume 
of 0.2 mm3/L, LWM’s are asked to advise the Regional Co-ordinator and DEECA. This can be 
reported directly to the Regional Co-ordinator or by logging the results on the 

Floodzoom portal. 

A login for this website can be obtained by contacting the FloodZoom admin. Any trends or 
changes to BGA status is to be updated via the FloodZoom Portal. The Regional Co-ordinator 
and the DEECA will be able to view the details of the bloom via this database. 

If further contact is required, GWMWater, the Regional Co-ordinator, contact is 1300 659 961 
and info@gwmwater.org.au, and DEECA, the State Co-ordinator, contact 
isbluegreen.algae@delwp.vic.gov.au. 

 

The Regional Co-ordinator should be notified when the bloom has ended. 

 

6.1.1. Local Blooms 

When reporting local blooms, LWMs should provide advice as to whether the bloom: 

▪ Has already been notified to DEECA and the information provided is an update on the 
bloom status. LWMs are asked to enter bloom updates as new results become available 
and advise when the bloom has ceased; 

▪ Is likely to become a regional problem; 

▪ Has caused a water supply to be interrupted, public warnings to be issued or water 
bodies to close; and 

▪ Will or has resulted in the need to treat a water body with an algicide. 

6.1.2. Regional Blooms 

When reporting regional blooms the Regional Co-ordinator (or Response Group) should 
provide advice similar to that provided for a local bloom. Response Groups are to advise the 
Regional Coordinator and the DEECA. 

6.2 Additional Notifications 

Depending on the circumstances, other organisations, groups or individuals will need to be 
notified of BGA blooms. This will depend on the use of the water body and density and nature 
of the bloom. These additional notifications are discussed in more detail in this section. 

https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.floodzoom.vic.gov.au/FIP.Site/Identity/Login
mailto:accounts@floodzoom.vic.gov.au
mailto:info@gwmwater.org.au
mailto:bluegreen.algae@delwp.vic.gov.au
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6.2.1. Drinking Water 

BGA blooms in drinking water supplies that may pose a risk to public health or may result in 
widespread public complaint (for example through taste and odour) must be notified to the 
Department of Health (DH) using the notification arrangements under Section 22 of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act 2003. Refer to DH guidance for how this notification is to be made. 

DH must be notified when water supplied for drinking1 may place public health at risk due to 
one or more of the following: 

▪ Total microcystins are detected at ≥1.3 g/L (microcystin-LR toxicity equivalents) 
▪ Microcystis aeruginosa is present at ≥ 6,500 cells/mL  
▪ Total combined biovolume of known toxic cyanobacterial species ≥ 0.6 mm3/L 
▪ Total combined biovolume of all cyanobacterial species ≥ 10 mm3/L 

OR 

▪ BGA are present in drinking water at levels that may cause widespread public 
complaint, for example through taste and odour. 

 

 

1DH does not need to be notified where: 

• Drinking water is not, or has not been, supplied from the water body during the period when the algal 
bloom occurred (i.e. the water body has been isolated from supply). Drinking water treatment processes 
are in place that will effectively remove blue-green algal toxins or the potential cause of widespread 
public complaint. 

 

6.2.2. Recreational Water 

Notifications are required when a BGA bloom poses a health risk in water bodies used for 
primary contact recreation.  

Blooms in recreational water bodies are considered to pose a potential public health risk, for 
primary contact recreation, when one or more of the following is true: 

▪ Microcystis aeruginosa is present at ≥ 50,000 cells/mL 
▪ Total combined biovolume of known toxic cyanobacterial species is ≥ 4 mm3/L 
▪ Total combined biovolume of all cyanobacterial species is ≥ 10 mm3/L 
▪ Cyanobacterial scums are consistently present (based on the extent of scum; whether 

the scum is a known toxic cyanobacterial species; and whether scum are present in 
close proximity to a known major recreational area) . 

In the case of these algal blooms, the following groups should be notified: 

▪ Recreational users of the water body (for example, through signage or media, as 
appropriate organised by the Local Water Manager) 

▪ DH (on 1300 761 874 during business hours) 

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/water/drinking-water-notifications#section-22-notifications
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▪ Relevant stakeholders (such as local government, tourism bodies, and recreation 
clubs). 

Additional information on, and a framework of alert levels for monitoring and managing BGA 
risks in recreational water bodies can be found in the Guidelines for Managing Risks in 
Recreational Water (NHMRC 2008). 

 

6.2.3. Other Water Supplies 

Currently there is insufficient data to set risk-based trigger levels for BGA in water bodies used 
for other purposes, such as stock and domestic supplies or irrigation water. The LWM should 
undertake a risk assessment for blue-green algal blooms in these water bodies to determine 
whether the water is potentially hazardous. If it is considered that a risk may be posed due to 
the presence of BGA, then all relevant users of the water should be notified. 

For domestic water uses (such as showering and bathing, cooking or other kitchen purposes 
and domestic garden watering), the use of the drinking water trigger levels for BGA are 
recommended. While this is likely to be conservative, it can be used in the absence of a more 
detailed risk assessment for the specific scenario in question. 

6.3 Warning Signs and Media Release 

During a BGA bloom, warnings signs and public notification should remain in place until two 
consecutive results from representative samples confirm that levels of BGA have fallen below 
the alert levels. Samples results should be taken from representative samples.  Warning signs 
should not be removed if scum continues to be present.  

Example templates for warning signs are available in the Appendix C and for media release 
(for recreational water) in Appendix D of the BGA Circular. 

Additional information can be found in the Guidelines for Managing Risks in Recreational Water 
(NHMRC 2008). 

  

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/guidelines-managing-risks-recreational-water
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/guidelines-managing-risks-recreational-water
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/waterways/blue-green-algae
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/guidelines-managing-risks-recreational-water
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7. Appendices
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7.1  Appendix 1 – Incident Management Response Levels 

Table A1 Risk-based Management of BGA blooms for Drinking Water (or raw water used for drinking water supply) 

The actions suggested here are intended to guide the response to blue-green algae. Due to the varying toxicity and treatment of 
different blue-green algae species, each individual case will require an investigation and action plan. 

 

Incident Management 
Level (and bloom 
characteristics) 

Consequences of Bloom Control 
Agency 

Monitoring 
Required 

Field Actions 
Required 

Communication 
Response 

1 - Minor 

Bloom detected and ≥ 0.2 
mm3/L biovolume 

• May have waterway environmental or 
potential public health impacts. 

• Can be dealt with by on site resources of a 
single agency 

• There is no adverse publicity, injury, or 
environmental impacts 

• No involvement of the Emergency Services 

• Local Water 
Manager 

• Routine cell count 
monitoring 

• Visual observations of 
extent and potential for 
off-site contamination 

• None • Update BGA Portal 

• Inform DEECA 

• Inform Regional Co-
ordinator 

2 - Moderate 

≥ 0.4 mm
3
/L biovolume toxic 

BGA or 
>5000 cells/ml Microcystis 
aeroginosa or 
>1.3µg/L microcystins or 

>10 mm
3
/L biovolume total 

BGA 
and one location 

• Adverse publicity 

• May have waterway environmental or 
potential public health impacts. 

• Can be dealt with by on site resources of a 
single agency 

• Local Water 
Manager 

• Increase monitoring 
BGA cell counts 
(frequency) 

• Toxicity testing 

• Visual Observations of 
extent and potential for 
off-site contamination 

• Erect Signs on 
Site 

• Alter treatment 

• Update BGA Portal 

• Inform DH as per 
BGA circular 

• Inform DEECA 

• Inform Regional Co-
ordinator 

• Notify other 
concerned agencies 

• Inform media and 
users 
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Incident Management 
Level (and bloom 
characteristics) 

Consequences of Bloom Control 
Agency 

Monitoring 
Required 

Field Actions 
Required 

Communication 
Response 

3 - Major 

as for level 2 and many 
locations 

• Adverse publicity 

• Could involve substantial risk of serious 
injury or death, may have serious 
environmental impacts, or could have 
public health implications. 

• Executive level management of the issues 
and implications that may flow from the 
event. 

• Needs the resources of multiple agencies to 
deal with issues and actions 

• Regional Co-
ordinator 

• Increase monitoring 
BGA cell counts 
(frequency and 
locations) 

• Toxicity testing 

• Visual observations of 
extent and potential for 
off-site contamination 

• Erect signs on site  

• Alter 
management to 
avoid BGA 

• Alter treatment to 
reduce risk 

• Update BGA Portal 

• Inform DH as per 
BGA circular 

• Inform DEECA 

• Inform Regional Co-
ordinator 

• Notify other 
concerned agencies 

• Inform media and 
users 

• Inform public 

Emergency 

Many locations 

 

• Catastrophic 

• As per Emergency Management Plan 

Emergency due to the actual or imminent 
occurrence of an event which in any way 
endangers or threatens to endanger the safety 
or health of any person in Victoria or which 
destroys or damages, or threatens to destroy 
or damage any property in Victoria, including, 
without limiting the generality of the 
foregoing. 

• Dept of Health • As per Emergency 
Management Plan 

• As per 
Emergency 
Management 
Plan 

• As per Emergency 
Management Plan 
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Table A2  Risk-based Management of BGA blooms for Recreational water supplies 

The actions suggested here are intended to guide the response to blue-green algae. Due to the varying toxicity and treatment of 
different blue-green algae species, each individual case will require an investigation and action plan. 

 

Incident Management 
Level (and bloom 
characteristics) 

Consequences of Bloom Control 
Agency 

Monitoring 
Required 

Field Actions 
Required 

Communication 
Response 

1 - Minor 

Bloom detected and ≥ 0.2 
mm3/L biovolume 

 

• May have waterway environmental or 
potential public health impacts. 

• Can be dealt with by on site resources of a 
single agency 

• There is no adverse publicity, injury, or 
environmental impacts 

• No involvement of the Emergency 
Services 

• Local Water 
Manager 

• Routine cell count 
monitoring 

• Visual Observations of 
extent and potential for 
off-site contamination 

• None • Update BGA Portal 

• Inform DEECA 

• Inform Regional Co-
ordinator 

2 - Moderate 

≥ 4 mm
3
/L biovolume toxic 

BGA or 
>50,000 cells/ml Microcystis 
aeroginosa or 

>10 mm
3
/L biovolume Total 

BGA  
and one location 

• Adverse publicity 

• May have waterway environmental or 
potential public health impacts. 

• Can be dealt with by on site resources of a 
single agency 

• Local Water 
Manager 

• Increase monitoring 
BGA cell counts 
(frequency) 

• Toxicity testing 

• Visual Observations of 
extent and potential for 
off-site contamination 

• Erect Signs on 
Site 

• Update BGA Portal 

• Inform DH as per 
BGA circular 

•  Inform DEECA 

• Inform Regional Co-
ordinator 

• Notify other 
concerned agencies 

• Inform media and 
users 
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Incident Management 
Level (and bloom 
characteristics) 

Consequences of Bloom Control 
Agency 

Monitoring 
Required 

Field Actions 
Required 

Communication 
Response 

3 - Major 

as for level 2 and many 
locations  

• Adverse publicity 

• Could involve substantial risk of serious 
injury or death, may have serious 
environmental impacts, or could have 
public health implications. 

• Executive level management of the issues 
and implications that may flow from the 
event. 

• Needs the resources of multiple agencies to 
deal with issues and actions 

• Regional Co-
ordinator 

• Increase monitoring 
BGA cell counts 
(frequency and 
locations) 

• Toxicity testing 

• Visual observations of 
extent and potential for 
off-site contamination 

• Erect Signs on 
Site  

• Alter 
management to 
avoid BGA 

• Alter treatment 
to reduce risk 

• Update BGA Portal 

• Inform DH as per 
BGA circular 

• Inform DEECA 

• Inform Regional Co-
ordinator 

• Notify other 
concerned agencies 

• Inform media and 
users 

• Inform public 
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7.2 Appendix 2 – Local Water Managers 
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Ararat Rural City Council Alexandra Lake  

Green Hill Lake 

Buloke Shire Council Donald Lake 

Green Lake (Sea Lake) 

Lake Tchum  

Watchem Lake 

Lake Wooroonook 

Central Highlands Water Town water supplies under Central 
Highlands Water control 

Coliban Water Town water supplies under Coliban Water 
control 

 

DEECA Avoca River 

Avon River  

Burnt Creek 

Fyans Creek  

Heywoods Lake  

Hickmans Creek 

Lake Carpul  

Lake Powell  

Lake Timberoo 

Mackenzie Creek  

Richardson River 

Wimmera River (excluding specified Weir 
Pools) upstream of Polkemmet Bridge 

Yarriambiack Creek (excluding specified 
Weir Pools) 

GWMWater Dairy Creek Reservoir 
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Lake Batyo Catyo 

Lake Bellfield 

Lake Fyans 

Lake Lonsdale 

Moora-Moora Reservoir 

Lake Toolondo 

Lake Wallace 

Lake Wartook 

Lake Whitton 

Langi Ghiran Reservoir 

Mount Cole Reservoir 

Panrock Reservoir 

Pine Lake 

Rocklands Reservoir 

Taylors Lake 

Town and rural water supply reservoirs 
under GWMWater control 

Horsham Rural City Council 

 

Dock Lake 

Green Lake 

Horsham Police Paddocks 

Horsham Weir Pool 

Hindmarsh Rural Council Nhill Lake 

 

Lower Murray Water Town and rural water supply reservoirs 
under Lower Murray Water control 

Northern Grampians Shire Walkers Lake 

Mildura Rural Council Ouyen Lake 
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Parks Victoria Brown’s Lake 

Lake Albacutya  

Natimuk Lake 

Lake Bringalbert   

Lake Charlegrark  

Lake Hindmarsh   

Lake Ratzcastle   

Nhill Swamp  

Public Wetlands (see list in Appendix 3) 

Wimmera River (excluding specified Weir 
Pools) downstream of Polkemmet Bridge 

West Wimmera Shire Council 

 

Serviceton Reservoir 

Yarriambiack Shire Council 

 

Beulah Weir Pool 

Brim Weir Pool 

Lake Corrong  

Lake Lascelles  

Marma Lake 

Warracknabeal Weir Pool 

 

Unassigned Water Bodies 

Dimboola Weir Pool 

Jeparit Weir Pool 

Green Lake (Sea Lake) 
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Appendix 3 – Public Wetlands 

Under control of Parks Victoria 

Arapiles Lake (see Hateley's) Darlot Swamp 
Alakilu Swamp Darragan Swamp 
Avocet Lake (see St Marys) Daleys Swamp 
Barton Swamp Debwabbin Lake 
Bates Lake Ding-A-Ding 
Bens Swamp Dollanoke Lake 
Bills Gully Dollin Swamp 
Bitter Swamp (Jeff Davies Swamp) Donald Swamp (Dollin) 
Black Swamp Wildlife Reserve Dooen Swamp 
Boikerbert Lake Dumboppety Swamp & Lake 
Boiler Swamp Bringalbert 
Booroopki Swamp Freshwater Lake & Salt Swamps (3 

Swamps)  
Boundary Swamp Freshwater Swamp 
Bow Lake Friedmans Salt Lake 
Box Swamp Gashes Swamp 
Boyeo Swamp Gool Swamp (Private) 
Brady Swamp Goroke Swamp 
Brickie Swamp Green Swamp, Bunnugal 
Brig Brig Swamp Green Swamp, Lillimur South 
Brook’s Swamp Greens Swamp, Douglas 
Broughton’s Swamp Gum Swamp, Vectis 
Bryan Swamp Gymbowen Swamp 
Buloke Lake Habys Swamp 
Carchap Lake Hardings or Tarranginnie Swamp  

Carpolac Lake Hatelys Swamp (or Lake) 

Centre Lake Heards Lake 

Chain of Lakes (9 Swamps) Hurleys Bank 

Champion Swamp Jacka Jacka Lake 

Charlegrark Swamp Jaie Jaie Lake 

Clarke Lake Jallumba Swamp 

Clear Lake Jaracteer Lake 

Cloughs Waterholes Jeff Davies Swamp 
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Cogumbul Lake Kanagulk Lake 

Coker Dam Karnak Lake 

Collins Lake Kemi Kemi Lake 

Connangorach Swamp Kingcourt Swamp 
Coorong Swamp Konnepra Swamp 
Copper Colour Lake Koynock Lake 
Coyrahilla Lake Kurrayah Swamp 
Creswick Swamp Lawloit Lake 
Crow Swamp (Phillip’s Dam) Leah Swamp 
Culla Culla Lake Lignum Swamp 
Cup Cup Lake St Marys Lake 
Lime Kiln Lake Saw Pit Swamp 

Little Buloke Lake School Swamp 

Little Donkey Woman Swamp Scotchmans Lake 

Lumeah or Gool Swamp Scotts Swamp 

Mahneys Swamp Scrubby Lake 

Maryvale Swamp Seven Mile Dam 

McClures Swamp Sheepwash, Charam 

McCosslen Swamp Sheepwash, Edenhope 

McGlashin Swamp Silver Lake 

Merwyn Swamp Stinky Swamp 

Miga Lake Swannee Lake 

Mill Swamp, Clear Lake Tarranginnie Swamp 

Mill Swamp, Nurcoung Telfers Swamp 

Minimary Swamp Teatree Swamp 

Mitre Dam Verandah Swamp 

Mitre Lake Victory Swamp 

Mobla Lake Walker Swamp 

Morea Lake Wallace Lake Wetland 

Mount William Swamp Wally Allen's Swamp 

Muirhead Lake Wal Wal Swamp 

Mullancoree Lake Washtomorrow Swamp 

Mullinger's Swamp Waurn Swamp 
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Murranbool Swamp West Hut Swamp 

Mutton Swamp White Lake, Douglas 

Natimuk Creek White Lake, Miga 

Neuapur Swamp White Swamp 

Nhill Swamp Winter Lake 

North and Centre Lakes (9 Swamps) Woolshed Swamp 

Nurcoung Swamp Wyn Wyn Lake 

Nurrabiel Swamp (Cookes Reserve)  Yallakar Lake 

OKeefe Swamp Yallamatta Swamp 

Okely Swamp Yampitcha Lake 

Olivers Lake Yanac Swamp 

Peechember Swamp Yarrackigarra Swamp 

Phillips Dam Unnamed Swamp, Newlands  

Pink Lake, Lochiel Unnamed Swamp, Bunnugal  

Polpara Lake, Miga Unnamed Lake, Wombelano  

Pot Brook Unnamed Swamp, Carpolac  

Ratzeastle Lake Unnamed Swamp, Yannac 

Red Gum Swamp, Goroke Unnamed Spring, Goroke 

Red Gum Swamp, Jallumba Unnamed Swamp, Glenlee 

Red Gum Swamp, Yanac Unnamed Swamp, Greenhill  

Red Plains Swamp Unnamed Swamp, Mitre 

Reserve (The)  
 


